
   

 
An AGAPe LITURGY 

Gathering: Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude “Canzona” Andrea Gabrieli 
 
Opening Hymn  #336 Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus 
 
Opening Rite: Liturgy of the Light 
 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words: 
 

Officiant:  Dear friends in the risen Christ, we gather today to  
 celebrate the Lord’s Day, and for a time to be united in 
 prayer and praise with each other and those who have 
 gone before us. Sunday has been called the Lord’s Day 
 because it was on this day that Jesus conquered sin and 
 death and rose to new life. As we gather in person and 
 online, let us be united in the spirit of Christ with the 
 Church around the world and celebrate our redemp-
 tion in Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection.  
 

Silence may be kept for a time.   
 

Officiant:  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God.   
 

The following passage of Scripture may be read:  
 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill can-
not be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:14–16) 
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Prayer for Christ’s Light 
 

Candles may now be lit using the following prayer.   
 

Officiant:  O God, we give thanks for the gift of your light —  
 shining on the first day of creation, guiding us through 
 the wilderness, leading us to the land of promise.  
 

People:  You sent Jesus, light of the world, to be our way of 
 truth and life. Help us to follow him each day and rest 
 in him each night until at last we come to live with you 
 in endless light. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
 with the Holy Spirit we give you honor and glory, now 
 and always. Amen.  
 
The Confession 
 

As we worship we ask God’s forgiveness for things done and things left un-
done and things done on our behalf so that we are reconciled to God and 
each other.    
 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  
 
Silence is kept for a time.   
 
Officiant:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
 against you in thought, word, and deed; By what we 
 have done, and by what we have left undone.   
 

People:  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
 not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
 and we humbly repent. 
 

Officiant:  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
 and forgive us;   
 

People:    That we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
 in eternal life. Amen. 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Officiant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.   

People:  Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 

Officiant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
 known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
 magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  
 
Hymn of Praise #400 All Creatures of Our God and King 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Officiant:  Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, 
 as you always resist the proud who confide in their own 
 strength, so you never forsake those who make their 
 boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Readings 
 

The First Reading:  Exodus 12:1–14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This 

month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel 
that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a 
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who 
eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until 
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 the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled con-
gregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that 
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You 
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that re-
mains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat 
it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of 
the LORD. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and 
I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg-
ments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate 
it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall 
observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Response:  Psalm 149 

 1  Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

  sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
 

 2  Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * 
  let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
 

 3  Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
  let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
 

 4  For the LORD takes pleasure in his people * 
  and adorns the poor with victory. 
 

 5  Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
  let them be joyful on their beds. 
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 6  Let the praises of God be in their throat * 
  and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 

 7  To wreak vengeance on the nations * 
  and punishment on the peoples; 
 

 8  To bind their kings in chains * 
  and their nobles with links of iron; 
 

 9  To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * 
  this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah! 
 
 

The Epistle:  Romans 13:8–14 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunk-
enness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Hymn Santo, Santo, Santo 
(See bulletin p.11) 

 

The Gospel:  Matthew 18:15–20 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go 
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 and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the mem-
ber listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done 
for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gath-
ered in my name, I am there among them.”  
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon Joshua Smith 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Originally the entire service was viewed as our confession of faith. Since 
the sixth century, however, the church has recited either the Nicene Creed 
or the Apostle’s Creed at the Eucharist. The word “creed” comes from the 
Latin credo, for “I believe” or “I lend my heart to.” Either the Nicene 
Creed, the Apostle’s Creed, or the following may be used: 
  
Officiant: Let us affirm our faith. Do you believe in God?   
People: We believe in God the Father the almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Officiant :  Do you believe in Jesus Christ?   
People:  We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son our Lord,   
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again.  
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  He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Officiant:   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?   
People:  We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,   
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, let 
us pray with one heart and mind to our God, saying:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

That the love which passes ceaselessly between the Father and the 
Son in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit may renew and deepen the 
life of each Christian and draw us all gathered here into your un-
ending life, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

For the leaders of the church (especially our Bishop, Deon), and for 
the leaders of the nations (especially our President, Donald), that 
they may discern the ways to overcome divisions and mistrust, and 
may reflect your unity in every aspect of common life, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

That your self-disclosure in Christ and your enduring presence 
among us as Spirit may help us to understand both you and our-
selves, made in your image and likeness, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

For our families, our households, and our communities, that they 
may be places of communion and mutual support, which build us 
up and strengthen us in grace and truth, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

Thankful for our world which you made through Christ, and re-
newed in the power of his resurrection, that we may be wise and 
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careful stewards of creation, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

In the power of the Spirit who joins our prayer to Christ’s endur-
ing intercession, we pray for the sick, the suffering, and all who 
stand in need, especially those we name now, both aloud and in 
our hearts. [Silence] For healing for all the world we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

For those who have asked for our prayers, and for those whose  
burden is too deep for words, we pray:  
 Holy Trinity, hear us. 
 

Gracious God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father, accept our prayers 
this morning. By the inner workings of your Spirit, deepen our 
communion with you, the source and goal of our life, and make us 
more and more signs of your enduring love. This we pray through 
Christ, who lives and works with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant:  Let us pray in the way that Christ taught us:   
 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy Kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Agape 
 

While sharing a common Eucharistic celebration is not possible at this 
time, this liturgy expresses our longing for a time when we can once more 
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 share and gather together at the Eucharistic table. This practice of giving 
thanks for bread, wine and food is ancient, going back to the hospitality our 
ancestor Abraham showed to his visitors. While not the full celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist, there is a relationship, in much the same way that giving 
thanks over water is a reminder of our Baptism.  
 
The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of wine.    
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day when 
 you will once again refresh us with the cup of salvation in 
 the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of our daily bread.   
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the day 
 when we may once again partake of the bread of life the 
 Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon 
 the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church 
 in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be 
 glory and power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of food. 
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy 
 our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the Eucharistic 
 fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way 
 of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. 
 For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
 now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Conclusion 
 

Officiant:  God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the week 
 made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. In the 
 waters of baptism we were buried with him so that we 
 might also rise with him and so share his victory over sin 
 and death. 
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 People:  You have transformed our lives into the living stones 
 that form your Church with Christ as the foundation 
 stone. Strengthen our community’s bond of commun-
 ion and peace and deepen our solidarity with your 
 Church throughout the world.  
 

Officiant:  Rekindle within us this Sabbath day the vision of your 
 kingdom so that our daily concerns and labor may find 
 their proper perspective. 
 

People:  Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel and give us 
 the grace to see the face of Christ in the people with 
 whom we live. We raise our voices in praise and thanks-
 giving to you, O God; that we who have celebrated 
 Christ’s resurrection this day share in his eternal glory 
 where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
 

The Peace is exchanged.  
 

Officiant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.   
People:  And also with you.  
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ.   
 
Here at Christ Church we consider gratitude and generosity to be spiritual 
disciplines. While we can’t be together to pass the collection plate to one 
another in church at this time, we encourage you to offer your gifts and 
service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  
 

Click here to contribute to our ongoing ministry by donating online. 
 
 
Final Hymn #376 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

 

The Sending 
 

Officiant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
 God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
 all evermore.  

https://bit.ly/2YU2O6h
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People:  Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Postlude “Toccata in E Minor” Johann Pachelbel 

 

A simple meal may now be shared.  

Don’t forget to join us at 12 p.m. for Virtual Coffee Hour  
after the service!   

  Link: https://bit.ly/2Yjy7YV 
Password: coffeetime 
 

You can also dial in by telephone: Just call (312) 626-6799  
and enter the Meeting ID 979 4119 5732. For those joining  
us by telephone, the password will be 0023717181. 

https://bit.ly/2Yjy7YV


Notes on the Service 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18) 

Exod. 12:1–14  •  Ps.149  •  Rom. 13:8–14  •  Matt. 18:15–20 

The collect, from a 7th-century original, is citing James’s quotation of Proverbs 
that God resists the proud. Exodus will show God resisting proud Pharaoh.  
 

In the course of our readings of highlights from Hebrew history, we have ar-
rived at the formative event of that history, the Exodus. Moses has returned 
from Midian (the location of August 23rd’s reading), has confronted the king 
and demanded his people’s release. Pharaoh’s hardheartedness has provoked 
plagues, the last of which will be so severe that Pharaoh will relent. The 
firstborn of every sentient being in Egypt will die, except the first-born of those 
whose lintels are marked with lamb’s blood. Then, the action is suspended for 
what is today’s reading, a priestly writer’s rubrics about when and how the Pass-
over sacrifice is to be performed.  
 

God raises the stakes of the conflict: This is not just a challenge to the admin-
istration of a super-power by a band of alien laborers led by a spunky agitator. 
Much less is it a personal quarrel between two half-brothers, one (probably 
Rameses II) crowned with absolute authority, the other half-brother Moses, ban-
ished, defiant. It is a battle between the gods of Egypt and the LORD God. 
Henceforth, the feast of Passover will recapitulate for every spring in every Jew-
ish house that LORD’s victory over the lord Ra.  
 

Psalm 149:4, “The Lord takes pleasure in his people, and adorns the poor with 
victory,” sounds like a Passover song to accompany festive dancing. A 
“timbrel” (v 3) was an instrument like a tambourine, used by Miriam dancing 
after Israel’s escape from Egypt. Verses 7-9 suggest the Psalm’s dancing may 
have been for victory in some battle centuries after the Exodus, during cam-
paigns the nation of Judah waged against Gentile neighbors.  
 

In an excerpt from Romans also read on Advent Sunday, Paul sums up the To-
rah as Jesus had, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Such love is urgent because of 
the approach of judgment, so we ought to prepare ourselves by living as chil-
dren of light, Paul concludes. Hearing this passage precipitated Augustine’s con-
version from profligate to disciple. (His feast was Aug. 28.) 
 

Whereas Paul’s letters regularly include guidance about life within the church, 
Matthew seldom directly writes about that subject. Today’s Gospel is an excep-
tion, where Matthew shows Jesus prescribing what sounds like the procedure 
for excommunication, shunning an incorrigible member like a “Gentile and a 
tax collector.” The phrase “two or three gathered in my Name” is quoted in the 
Prayer of St. John Chrysostom, at the end of the service of Evening Prayer.  

 
— Rev. Stephen Weissman 

St. Louis, Missouri 


