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Gathering: Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude ñBlessed Jesus, We Are Hereò J. S. Bach 
 
Opening Hymn  #690 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 
Opening Rite: Liturgy of the Light 
 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words: 
 

Officiant:  Dear friends in the risen Christ, we gather today to  
 celebrate the Lordôs Day, and for a time to be united in 
 prayer and praise with each other and those who have 
 gone before us. Sunday has been called the Lordôs Day 
 because it was on this day that Jesus conquered sin and 
 death and rose to new life. As we gather in person and 
 online, let us be united in the spirit of Christ with the 
 Church around the world and celebrate our redemp-
 tion in Christôs suffering, death and resurrection.  
 

Silence may be kept for a time.   
 

Officiant:  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God.   
 

The following passage of Scripture may be read:  
 

Jesus said, ñYou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill can-
not be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:14ï16) 
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Prayer for Christõs Light 
 

Candles may now be lit using the following prayer.   
 

Officiant:  O God, we give thanks for the gift of your light ð  
 shining on the first day of creation, guiding us through 
 the wilderness, leading us to the land of promise.  
 

People:  You sent Jesus, light of the world, to be our way of 
 truth and life. Help us to follow him each day and rest 
 in him each night until at last we come to live with you 
 in endless light. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
 with the Holy Spirit we give you honor and glory, now 
 and always. Amen.  
 
The Confession 
 

As we worship we ask Godôs forgiveness for things done and things left un-
done and things done on our behalf so that we are reconciled to God and 
each other.    
 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  
 
Silence is kept for a time.   
 
Officiant:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
 against you in thought, word, and deed; By what we 
 have done, and by what we have left undone.   
 

People:  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
 not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
 and we humbly repent. 
 

Officiant:  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
 and forgive us;   
 

People:    That we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
 in eternal life. Amen. 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Officiant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.   

People:  Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 

Officiant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
 known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
 magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  
 
Hymn of Praise I Am Weak, but Thou Art Strong 

(see bulletin p.12) 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Officiant:  Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, 
 but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are 
 placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast 
 to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Readings 
 

The First Reading:  Exodus 16:2ð15  

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Mo-

ses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, ñIf only 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we 
sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought 
us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.ò 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, ñI am going to rain bread from heav-
en for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough 
for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow 
my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what 
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 they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other 
days.ò So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ñIn the even-
ing you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of 
the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against 
the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?ò And Mo-
ses said, ñWhen the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and 
your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him ð what are we? Your com-
plaining is not against us but against the LORD.ò 
 

Then Moses said to Aaron, ñSay to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites, óDraw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complain-
ing.ôò And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israel-
ites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to Moses and 
said, ñI have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, 
óAt twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.ôò 
 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the 
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the lay-
er of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine 
flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, ñWhat is it?ò For they did not 
know what it was. Moses said to them, ñIt is the bread that 
the LORD has given you to eat. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Response:  Psalm 105:1ð6, 37ð45  

 1  Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

  make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 

 2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
  and speak of all his marvelous works. 
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 3  Glory in his holy Name; * 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 

 4  Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
  continually seek his face. 
 

 5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 
  his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 

 6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
  O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 

 37  He led out his people with silver and gold; * 
  in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
 

 38  Egypt was glad of their going, * 
  because they were afraid of them. 
 

 39  He spread out a cloud for a covering * 
  and a fire to give light in the night season. 
 

 40  They asked, and quails appeared, * 
  and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
 

 41  He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 
  so the river ran in the dry places. 
 

 42  For God remembered his holy word * 
  and Abraham his servant. 
 

 43  So he led forth his people with gladness, * 
  his chosen with shouts of joy. 
 

 44  He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 
  and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
 

 45  That they might keep his statutes * 
  and observe his laws. Hallelujah! 
 
 

The Epistle:  Philippians 1:21ð30 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I 
prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh 
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 is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress 
and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about 
you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving 
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in 
no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. 
For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believ-
ing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having 
the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Hymn #694 God Be In My Head 
 

 

The Gospel:  Matthew 20:1ð16  

Jesus said, ñThe kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine oôclock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, óYou 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.ô So 
they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
oôclock, he did the same. And about five oôclock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, óWhy are you 
standing here idle all day?ô They said to him, óBecause no one has 
hired us.ô He said to them, óYou also go into the vineyard.ô When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, óCall 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 
then going to the first.ô When those hired about five oôclock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
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 grumbled against the landowner, saying, óThese last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.ô But he replied to one of 
them, óFriend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose 
to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because 
I am generous?ô So the last will be first, and the first will be last.ò 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon Kent Miller 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

Originally the entire service was viewed as our confession of faith. Since the 
sixth century, however, the church has recited either the Nicene Creed or the 
Apostleôs Creed at the Eucharist. The word ñcreedò comes from the Latin 
credo, for ñI believeò or ñI lend my heart to.ò Either the Nicene Creed, the 
Apostleôs Creed, or the following may be used: 
  
Officiant: Let us affirm our faith. Do you believe in God?   
People: We believe in God the Father the almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Officiant :  Do you believe in Jesus Christ?   
People:  We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 Godôs only Son our Lord,   
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 Officiant:   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?   
People:  We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,   
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

The Prayers of the People  
 

God of abundance, in this season of harvest we thank you for farm-
ers and fieldworkers, for those who grow our food and those whose 
labor brings it to our table. For what else do the People of God offer 
thanks? [Prayers of thanksgiving may be spoken]. Almighty Creator, bless 
this earth and teach us to become reverent caretakers of your holy 
gifts. 
  

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
God of steadfast love, we pray for your universal Church, both here 
at home and far away. Bind us together with cords of kindness, for-
giveness, and fidelity, that we may be of one heart and mind in the 
service of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, we pray for those in hospitals and hospices, for 
those struggling with addiction and mental illness, and for all who 
are sick and suffering, especially those we name now, both aloud 
and in our hearts: [Prayers for the sick and suffering may be spoken]. 
Bring them comfort, O God, as we entrust them to your loving care. 
  

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
God of lost things, we pray for the anxious and the afraid, for those 
who are confused and those who are conflicted, and for all who 
need your holy guidance, especially those we name now, both aloud 
and in our hearts: [Prayers for guidance may be spoken]. Grant them 
wisdom and discernment, O God of all truth, that they may find 
strength and clarity of purpose. 
 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
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 God of Resurrection life, we remember those who have died, espe-
cially those we name now, both aloud and in our hearts: [Prayers for 
the dead may be spoken]. May we, together with these and all the faith-
ful departed, joyfully be reunited at the banquet table of your coming 
Kingdom. Amen. 
 

The Lordõs Prayer 
 

Officiant:  Let us pray in the way that Christ taught us:   
 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy Kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Agape 
 

While sharing a common Eucharistic celebration is not possible at this time, 
this liturgy expresses our longing for a time when we can once more share and 
gather together at the Eucharistic table. This practice of giving thanks for 
bread, wine and food is ancient, going back to the hospitality our ancestor 
Abraham showed to his visitors. While not the full celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, there is a relationship, in much the same way that giving thanks 
over water is a reminder of our Baptism.  
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of wine.    
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day when 
 you will once again refresh us with the cup of salvation in 
 the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever 
 and ever. Amen.  
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 The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of our daily bread.   
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the 
 day when we may once again partake of the bread of life 
 the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered 
 upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your 
 Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. 
 To you be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of food. 
 

Officiant:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy 
 our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the Eucharis-
 tic fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the 
 way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrect-
 tion. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
 glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Conclusion 
 

Officiant:  God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the 
 week made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. 
 In the waters of baptism we were buried with him so 
 that we might also rise with him and so share his victory 
 over sin and death. 
 

People:  You have transformed our lives into the living stones 
 that form your Church with Christ as the foundation 
 stone. Strengthen our communityôs bond of commun-
 ion and peace and deepen our solidarity with your 
 Church throughout the world.  
 

Officiant:  Rekindle within us this Sabbath day the vision of your 
 kingdom so that our daily concerns and labor may find 
 their proper perspective. 
 

People:  Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel and give us 
 the grace to see the face of Christ in the people with 
 whom we live. We raise our voices in praise and thanks-
 giving to you, O God; that we who have celebrated 
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  Christôs resurrection this day share in his eternal glory 
 where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
 

The Peace is exchanged.  
 

Officiant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.   
People:  And also with you.  
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ.   
 
Here at Christ Church we consider gratitude and generosity to be spiritual 
disciplines. While we canôt be together to pass the collection plate to one 
another in church at this time, we encourage you to offer your gifts and 
service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  
 

Click here to contribute to our ongoing ministry by donating online. 
 
 
Final Hymn #551 Rise Up, Ye Saints of God 
 

 

The Sending 
 

Officiant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
 God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
 all evermore.  
People:  Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Postlude ñOur Father in Heavenò J. S. Bach 
 

A simple meal may now be shared. 

https://bit.ly/2YU2O6h
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 Donôt forget to join us at 12 p.m. for Virtual Coffee Hour  
after the service!   

  Link: https://bit.ly/2Yjy7YV 
Password: coffeetime 
 

You can also dial in by telephone: Just call (312) 626-6799  
and enter the Meeting ID 979 4119 5732. For those joining  
us by telephone, the password will be 0023717181. 

Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

https://bit.ly/2Yjy7YV

